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O F  C H I E F S  A N D  C H A I R M E N ■

General Wallace Martin Greene, Jr.
(1907–2003)

Commandant, U.S. Marine Corps

V I T A

B
orn in Waterbury, Vermont; attended University of Vermont (1925–26); graduated from Naval Academy (1930);
basic school, Philadelphia (1931); Marine barracks, Portsmouth (1931–32); sea school, San Diego (1932); 
USS Tennessee (1932–34); Pensacola, Quantico, and Lakehurst (1934–36); chemical warfare school, Edgewood
Arsenal; Guam (1936–37); 4th Marines, Shanghai (1937–39); junior course, Quantico (1939–40); 1st Marine

Brigade, Guantanamo (1940–41); 1st Marine Division, Quantico and New River (1941); naval observer, London; British
amphibious warfare and demolition schools (1941–42); G–3, 3d Marine Brigade, Western Samoa (1942–43); G–3, 
V Amphibious Corps, Hawaii and Marshall Islands (1943–44); G–3, 2d Marine Division, Saipan and Tinian (1944); plans
and policies division and personnel department, Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps (1944–46); amphibious training
command, Little Creek (1946–48); G–3, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, at Pearl Harbor (1948–50); chief, combined arms
section, Marine Corps Command and Staff College (1950–52); National War College (1952–53), special assistant to Joint
Chiefs of Staff for NSC affairs (1953–55); assistant
commander, 2d Marine Division, Camp Lejeune
(1955–56); commanding general, recruit training
command and recruit depot, Parris Island, and Camp
Lejeune (1956–59); assistant chief of staff (G–3),
deputy chief of staff for plans, and chief of staff at
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps (1959–64); 23d

Commandant of the Marine Corps (1964–67); died in
Alexandria, Virginia.

The Commandant is not a statutory member of the Joint Chiefs. But
when matters of direct concern to the Marine Corps are under consid-
eration, then the Commandant meets with the Joint Chiefs and holds 
co-equal status with regard to such matters. . . . The Chiefs are advi-
sors. They shape their advice for the good of the country—not on the
basis of priority for what their respective services may want. And they
are united as never before—more objective than ever before. . . . Each
of us expresses any opposition he may have to a particular proposal,
with full supporting detail, during JCS meetings. That’s when it should
be done, when we’re shaping our recommendations, not after they’ve
gone to the Secretary or the President. . . . When asked, and during our
deliberations, each of us states his views as a member of the JCS and
as a service chief. . . . But these are views and recommendations. They
are not decisions. The decisions are made by the Commander in Chief.

—Wallace M. Greene, Jr., “How the Joint Chiefs of
Staff View Their Dual Roles,” Armed Forces
Management (December 1967)
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2004CJCS Essay Competition
The 23d annual Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Strategy Essay Competition

was held on May 20–21, 2004, in Washington. This event was established by
General David Jones, USAF, the 9th Chairman, to challenge students at the

intermediate and senior colleges to write original essays on significant 
aspects of national security strategy.

N F I R S T  P L A C E  E S S AY S N

LIEUTENANT COLONEL HOWARD D. BELOTE, USAF
(National War College)

“The Political Role of Regional Combatant Commanders”

and

LIEUTENANT COLONEL GEORGE W. SMITH, JR., USMC
(Marine Corps War College)

“Bridging the Gap of Cultural Intelligence 

(Or, Have We Focused on the Wrong Transformation)”

N S E C O N D  P L A C E  E S S AY N

COMMANDER STEVEN W. KNOTT, USN
(U.S. Army War College)

“Institutional Intellectualism as an Agent for Military Transformation”

N T H I R D  P L A C E  E S S AY N

LIEUTENANT COLONEL LING WEE LEE, 
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE AIR FORCE

(Air War College)

“War Against Global Terrorism: 

Winning the Hearts, Minds, and Souls of the Muslim World”


